
CELEBRATING  
SOUTH WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL’S 

SENIORS! 
 

 

Thank you to everyone for their patience, feedback, and understanding as we have worked over the past few 
weeks to finalize graduation plans for the South Windsor High School Class of 2020. As a result of input from the 
“Class of 2020 Graduation Survey,” we want to recognize that many families desire either a modified ceremony 
or the traditional graduation ceremony postponed to a later date. However, since none of us can predict when 
or if this could occur in the future, we feel a strong obligation to recognize the Class of 2020 on the original date 
of their graduation. As such, we are proud to share the activities below for the Class of 2020 which have been 
planned to provide graduates with a positive and memorable experience to conclude their senior year while 
maximizing the safety of graduates, families, and staff members. 

CAR COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY Wednesday, June 17 

Members of the Class of 2020 and their immediate family members are 
invited to participate in a Car Commencement Ceremony. During this 
ceremony, graduates will receive their diplomas (yes, your real 
diplomas!). The festivities will be held at South Windsor High School on 
Wednesday, June 17th (the original date of graduation). The ceremony 
will start at 5:00 p.m. With the support of SWPD, there will be a specially 
designed traffic flow pattern for all vehicles. Due to the number of 
graduates, only one vehicle per graduate will be permitted, and spectator 
vehicles will not be allowed on campus.  

We are busy making plans to have several features that we hope will 
make this a memorable experience for our graduates (while being 
mindful of social-distancing protocols). Additional instructions and details 
will be provided as we get closer to the event. If any graduate is unable to 
participate in this special car commencement ceremony, we ask that 
either the student or a parent/guardian please contact one of the Senior 
Class Advisors: Mrs. Sue Mazzonna or Ms. Karolyn Andrews. And if a 
student needs transportation to this event, please contact Mrs. Brie 
Balducci. 

 WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

 • Ceremony Start Time: 5:00 pm 

• Each vehicle may be decorated 
prior to arrival at the ceremony 

• Graduates should wear caps, 
gowns, and honor cords of 
distinction 

• Graduates should be seated in the 
passenger seat of their car to 
receive their diploma 

• The driver and other vehicle 
passengers should be immediate 
family members 

• It is strongly recommended that 
vehicles be operated by 
experienced drivers 

 

GRADUATION PARADE Wednesday, June 17 

Immediately following the Car Commencement Ceremony, graduates are invited to continue the celebration by 
taking part in a Graduation Parade. Details on the parade route will be provided in a future communication. 

CLASS OF 2020 TRIBUTE VIDEO COMMUNITY VIEWING Tuesday, June 16 

At 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 16, a special video will be posted on the South Windsor High School and district 
websites for families and community members to view. With the intent of respecting tradition, the video will 
contain several of the elements of a South Windsor High School graduation. We hope that members of the 
community will partake in a common viewing experience of this video in honor of the Class of 2020. We 
recognize that this cannot replace an actual graduation ceremony, but we hope it will serve as a special keepsake 
for our graduates and their families. 
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CAPS AND GOWNS May 26 – May 28 

Seniors will be able to pick up their caps and gowns between May 26 and May 28, during designated days and 
times according to the schedule below. In order to capture graduates in their commencement attire, at pick-up, 
seniors will also be able to put on their cap and gown and have a complimentary picture taken by a Grynn & 
Barrett photographer on site.   

CAP AND GOWN PICK-UP SCHEDULE  
(based on student’s last name) 

Pick-Up Window Tuesday, May 26 Wednesday, May 27 Thursday, May 28 

12:30 – 2:00 A-B H-J Q-R 

2:00 – 3:30 C K-L S-Si 

3:30 – 5:00 D-F M Sk-T 

5:00 – 6:30 G N-P V-Z 

Seniors will be directed to park in a designated area and wait to receive a signal from a staff member to exit 
their vehicle, acquire their cap and gown, and then take their picture. We require only one graduate per car 
(unless related) when picking up caps and gowns. All students and staff are reminded to exercise social 
distancing safety protocols while on campus, including wearing masks in public. Once the picture is taken, the 
student may leave the campus.  If you are unable to acquire your cap/gown at the assigned time, please contact 
Mrs. Mazzonna or Ms. Andrews for an alternate time. 

CELEBRATION SIGNS FOR GRADUATES Friday, May 29 

We are excited to announce that we will deliver specially designed signs for each of our SWHS graduates. On 
Friday, May 29, SWHS staff members will deliver these signs to the homes of seniors starting at 12:30 pm. We 
hope families display this gift with Bobcat Pride for their seniors! (All social-distancing practices will be observed 
by staff members when arriving at homes.)  

MISCELLANEOUS TIDBITS  

In the days ahead, the Class of 2020 can also look forward to additional information regarding: 

• The distribution of yearbooks 

• Senior Awards for students receiving distinctions, awards, and/or scholarships 

• A specially dedicated area of the SWHS website for the Class of 2020 where you can access videos, 
communications specific to your class, and other updates and information 

• The process for picking up any remaining items and dropping off items such as textbooks, 
Chromebooks, uniforms, etc. 

 

Our current circumstances have required us to reinvent past 
traditions but we look forward to witnessing the birth of new ones.  

We are excited for these upcoming events to celebrate your hard 
work and accomplishments.  And we will remain Bobcat Strong! 

--- The Class of 2020 Advisors and the SWHS Administrative Team 

 

 


